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CONFIDENTIAL USUN 2977 

DISTO 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PARM, PFOR, EG, IR, UN, TECH, XF, TU 

SUBJ: TURKISH COMMENT ON IRANIAN PROPOSAL FOR MIDDLE EAST 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS FREE ZONE (MENFZ) 

COUNSELLOR GUVEN OF TURKISH MISSION CALLED ON MISOFF AUG. 28 TO 
CONVEY HIS PERSONAL CONCERN THAT TURKEY HAD BEEN PUT IN DIFFICULT 
POSITION BY IRANIAN MIDDLE EAST NUCLEAR WEAPONS FREE ZONE (MENFZ) 
PROPOSAL ALTHOUGH GEOGRAPHICAL SCOPE OF IRANIAN PROPOSAL IS STILL 
UNDEFINED. HE SAID TURKEY WOULD LIKE TO BE HELPFUL TO IRAN AND 
DOES CONSIDER ITSELF BOTH A MIDDLE EASTERN AND A EUROPEAN COUNTRY 
BUT BECAUSE OF ITS NATO OBLIGATIONS IT CANNOT CONSENT TO BEING A 
PART OF A NUCLEAR-FREE AREA. GUVEN SEEMED TO BE PLEADING THAT 
TURKEY S NATO ALLIES QUICKLY MOVE TO HELP TAKE TURKEY OFF THE 
HOOK ON THIS ONE. HIS OWN GUESS IS THAT GA RESOLUTION WILL TAKE 
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FORM OF REQUESTING THAT A STUDY BE MADE, PERHAPS AN EXPERTS 
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STUDY SUCH AS WAS DONE IN THE INDIAN OCEAN PEACE ZONE 
CASE, AND HE IMPLIED THAT TURKEY HOPES TO BE ABLE TO 
SUPPORT SUCH A RESOLUTION. 
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